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SUBJECT: GENSCHER-BOTHA TALKS: NAMIBIA 

SUMMARY: ERG EOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER AND SOUTH 
AERICAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA MET AUGUST 13 IN 
ERANKFURT AND DISCUSSED PEACE EEFORTS IN RHODESIA 
(SEPTEL) AND NAMIBIA. BOTHA CRITICIZED 

CURRENT WESTERN DEMANDS AND TACTICS. GENSCHER WARNED 
BOTHA AGAINST CREATING FAITS ACCOMPLIS IN NAMIBIA. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . MUELLER, CHILE OE THE ERG FOREIGN OEEICE SOUTHERN 
AERICAN AFEAIRS OEFICE, INVITED US AND UK EMBASSY 
OEFICERS TO THE EOREIGN OFEICE EOR A BRIEEING ON THE 
GENSCHER-BOTHA TALKS. MUELLER SAID THE TALKS WERE 
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"TOUGH, BUT NOT UNFRIENDLY.’’ 

2. BOTHA STATED THAT NAMIBIA WAS AN ENTIRELY DIEFERENT 
CASE FOR SOUTH AFRICA FROM RHODESIA SINCE SOUTH AERICA 
HAS A REAL RESPONSIBILITY IN NAMIBIA. BOTHA STATED 
THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD ACCEPTED SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION 385 AS THE BASIS EOR A SETTLEMENT IN 
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NAMIBIA DURING THE CAPE TOWN TALKS. MOST OE ALL, 

SOUTH AFRICA, AT THE INSISTENCE OF THE WEST, HAD 
ABANDONED THE TURNHALLE CONCEPT. THIS HAD LED TO 
REPERCUSSIONS IN NAMIBIA SINCE "PEOPLE FEEL LET DOWN." 

3. BOTHA NOTED THAT 385 DEMANDS EARLY INDEPENDENCE, 

BUT THE WEST HAS ASKED FOR A SLOWDOWN. SOUTH AFRICA 
WANTED TO APPOINT AN ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL ON THE 8TH, 
15TH AND NOW THE 22ND OF AUGUST, BUT THIS HAS BEEN 
OPPOSED BY THE WEST. BOTHA STATED, "WE WANT TO GET OUT 
QUICKLY WITH HONOR AND NOT LEAVE A SECOND ANGOLA." 

SOUTH AFRICA HAS ACCEPTED THE "ONE MAN, ONE VOTE" 
PRINCIPLE, AND HAS ACCEPTED BLACK MAJORITY GOVERNMENT 
IN PRINCIPLE, BUT THIS MUST BE A MODERATE AND 
COOPERATIVE GOVERNMENT. (BOTHA DID NOT RPT NOT 
CRITICIZE SWAPO IN THIS CONNECTION.) A WITHDRAWAL OF 
TROOPS FROM NORTHERN NAMIBIA AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER, 
WOULD BE ANSWERED WITH A FIRM "NO." 

4. GENSCHER WARNED BOTHA AGAINST THE CREATION OF FAITS 
ACCOMPLIS PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
GENERAL. HE ALSO NOTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD NOT 
PROVIDED THE TROOP WITHDRAWAL PLAN PROMISED IN THE 
CAPE TOWN TALKS AND THIS MEANT THAT SWAPO'S PLANS WERE 
NOW THE BASIS FOR DISCUSSION. HESITATION HAS HURT 
SOUTH AFRICA'S BARGAINING POSITION. IN ADDITION, 
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GOVERNMENT-PROVIDED SUPPORT TO THE TURNHALLE GROUP WAS 
CREATING UNHEALTHY SUSPICIONS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN 
INTENTIONS. 

5. MUELLER HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THE TALKS IN NEW 
YORK, WHERE HE WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE SWAPO 
DELEGATION. HE NOTED THAT MANY PROBLEMS REMAINED, 

BUT THE TALKS PROVIDED A POSSIBLE BASIS FOR CONTINUATION 
AND WERE IMPORTANT SINCE THEY WERE A "BREAKTHROUGH IN 
SWAPO'S THEOLOGY." SWAPO SEEMED TO SHOW SOME 
FLEXIBILITY IN A NUMBER OF AREAS. MUELLER DID NOT 

RULE OUT A POSSIBLE UN MILITARY PRESENCE, BUT 
CHARACTERIZED CURRENT ERG THINKING ON THIS AS "VERY 
VAGUE" IN SPITE OF PUBLISHED REPORTS THAT GENSCHER 
FAVORED A UN CONTINGENT MADE UP OF INDIAN AND SWEDISH 
TROOPS. 
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